Palm Sunday 2011 – “The Ultimate Sacrifice”
What is your reaction to the train video?

Big Idea:  Do you trust God with what you love most?  Are you willing to seek His will over your own?  Do you believe God will pour out great blessing on those who do?

I.  Read Genesis 22:1-2

A.  How old was Isaac?

B.  How is testing Abraham different than tempting him?  (see James 1:13)  What might be God’s purpose in testing you?
II.  Genesis 22:4-5

What does Hebrews 11:17-19 say about Abraham’s trust in God concerning his only son?

III.  Read Gen. 22:6-8

A.  How did God fulfill His promise to provide a lamb for the sacrifice of His people?  (John 1:29; Matthew 27:27-32)

IV.  Gen. 22:9-10/Matt. 27:33-35

What similarities between Isaac and Jesus here?

How was God preaching the gospel through Abraham even before Christ came on the scene centuries later?
V.  Read Gen. 22:11-12

A.  Why did God intervene with an angel on Isaac’s behalf, but allowed His own son to perish?  Does God play by His own rules?

B.  Think of something you love that you are not willing to give up for God’s will in your life.  What would it take to trust Him more in this area?  (Keep in mind Abraham was not sure at the time what God was trying to accomplish, but trusted Him with what He knew so far.)

C.  Read Matt. 27:45-54

Why do you think Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  What do you base your answer on?  What did Christ accomplish through His death?

Conclusion:

God gave back Abraham’s son on the 3rd day.  How would all of the nations of the world be blessed because of this?  (see Galatians 3:7-8; John 8:56).

How did Abraham and how do we show that our faith in God is real?  (James 2:20-23)

What is your ultimate proof that we can trust God?

