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SPIRITUAL WARFARE 2 – “WINNING THE BATTLES”

INTRO.  *ANAHEIM AT HOTEL – HEARD ABOUT CONVENTION.  NEW TECHNOLOGY.  NOT A CONSPIRACY BUT WE LIVE IN A TIME WHERE IT ALL COULD BE USED BY A LEADER AS DESCRIBED IN REV. 13 LIKE NEVER BEFORE.  JUST AS PREDICTED AND IN PLACE ALONG WITH WHAT IS HAPPENING AROUND THE WORLD AND WITH ISRAEL (PERSIA, KINGDOM OF NORTH – Ezek. 38-39 ALONG W. RETURN OF ISRAEL IN 1948).  LIVE IN TIMES WHERE WE OUGHT NOT TO PROCRASTINATE AND THINK ABOUT WHAT LIFE IS REALLY ABOUT.

2 PETER 3:9 SAYS GOD IS PATIENT WAITING FOR AS MANY TO COME TO HIM AS POSSIBLE BEFORE HE COMES TO DETHRONE OUR ADVERSARY AND ACCUSER AND BRING ABOUT THE KING OF LOVE WHO REIGNS IN JUSTICE AND MERCY.

SO THERE IS THIS CONSTANT BATTLE IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM.  SATAN HAS ALWAYS DESIRED TO TAKE GOD’S PLACE AND BE KING.  (ISAIAH 14:12-15) ABOUT THE KING OF BABYLON GIVEN AS A TYPE (PREFIGURE) OF “BEAST” OF REV. 13.  HE KNOWS HIS TIME IS LIMITED SO HE WANTS TO TAKE AS MANY OF GOD’S FOLLOWERS AND BRING THEM DOWN TO HIS LEVEL AS HE CAN.

DISCUSS:  WHERE DO YOU MOST SEE EVIDENCE OF A SPIRITUAL BATTLE GOING ON IN WORLD TODAY?

SAID LAST WEEK HE IS OUR “ADVERSARY/ACCUSER”.  WE MAY ASK WHY LIFE IS SUCH A BATTLE SOMETIMES AND SWEET OTHER TIMES?  WHO IS BEHIND THE LIE WHO WANTS TO LURE US IN UNTIL WE DO IT, THEN IS RELENTLESS ABOUT HOW HE CONDEMNS UNTIL WE DESPAIR?  ON THE OTHER HAND WHO IS BEHIND HEALING IN PEOPLE’S LIVES WHO HAVE GONE THROUGH INCREDIBLE PAIN AND ENDURED AND TURNED TO GOD IN THE PROCESS?   WE CAN’T FORGET WE LIVE IN A FALLEN WORLD AND WE CAN EXPECT FALLEN THINGS TO OCCUR.   IT MAY SEEM SATAN IS OFTEN WINNING BECAUSE GOD ALLOWS HIM TO ROAM THE EARTH TEMPORARILY, BUT AT THE SAME TIME. . .BIG IDEA:  GOD GIVES US THE POWER TO CHOOSE TO FIGHT AND WIN.  IN THAT PROCESS (THE SPIRITUAL BATTLE) WE CAN TURN TO GOD, BE ADOPTED, AND BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST.  WE CAN HELP REACH OUT TO ONE PERSON AT A TIME SO THEY CAN KNOW THE KING OF LOVE.   WE GET TO  BE PART OF THE SOLUTION TO OVERCOMING THE ENEMY IN PEOPLE’S LIVES UNTIL JESUS COMES BACK AGAIN TO TAKE HIS RIGHTFUL PLACE.  

1 SAMUEL - DAVID WAS HARASSED BY SOMEONE LED BY THE SPIRITUAL ENEMY.  (SAUL WAS POSSESSED).  DAVID LONGED FOR THE BATTLE TO BE OVER AND TAKE HIS RIGHTFUL POSITION GOD HAD PROMISED.  SOMETIMES HE DID WELL LIKE WE SAW LAST WEEK WHEN HE RETURNED GOOD FOR EVIL AND REFUSED TO KILL SAUL WHEN HE HAD THE CHANCE (RECOGNIZED THE TRUE ENEMY WAS NOT SAUL, BUT THE ONE WHO INFLUENCED HIM.)

I.  WHEN DAVID TOOK UP THE ARMOR OF GOD HE WAS VICTORIOUS AND GOD’S INSTRUMENT TO THOSE AROUND HIM.

WHO CAN NAME THE SPIRITUAL ARMOR FROM EPHESIANS 6?  (Ephesians 6:14-18)

1) Belt of Truth – Holds everything else together – Simple basics = so much power – Focus commercial during Broncos game

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5beoRa_HR8o   A bunch of kids with TRUTH had real impact!

2) Breastplate of Righteousness – We need to understand we are covered with Christ’s righteousness and remind Satan of that fact on a regular basis when in Christ.  We need to keep a clear conscience toward God to fight off the “Accuser”

3)  Feet ready to share the gospel.  Are we?  Simply starts w. John 3:16 – His story/Our story.  No zeal/passion = not sharing (Picture of Joel at skateboard park on Fri.  Shut him down when he was little/back up)

4)  Shield of Faith – We trust God and can extinguish the darts – lies, discouragements.  Trust the answers you don’t have yet will come in time as you get in God’s Word and fellowship.

5)  Helmet of Salvation – do you have a relationship with God vs mental assent?

6)  Sword of the Spirit – Indwelling Word of God.  You fight the lie w. the truth.  1 John 4:4; James 4:7; Philippians 4:6-7; Philippians 4:8;  2 Timothy 2:22; Romans 8:1 for starters.  More equipped than when you came in today!

7)  Prayer in the Spirit for ea. other vs criticism, gossip, bitterness.

HOW DO WE “TAKE UP/PUT ON” GOD’S ARMOR?  SIMPLY BY PRACTICE.  PUTTING INTO USE.  SO WHEN DAVID TOOK UP AND USED WHAT GOD GAVE HE DID WELL RIGHT?  READ/TELL 1 SAM. 25

A.  SAMUEL DIES – ONE DAVID AND SAUL WOULD GO TO.  TRIED TO GET BOTH TO FOCUS ON GOD’S WILL.  DAVID WAS TEACHABLE, SAUL WAS NOT.  SATAN TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THAT AND WILL WITH US!

B.  MEANWHILE DAVID HAD BECOME WEARY LIVING IN THE WILDERNESS.  HE AND HIS MEN SETTLED IN THE DESSERT NEAR A MAN NAMED NABAL (“FOOL” – A “CALEBITE” = dog) – VERY RICH.  (25:2-3) DAVID HAS HIS MEN AS FAVOR PROTECT NABAL’S PROPERTY AND SHEEP AND DIDN’T HURT THAT HE HAD A BEAUTIFUL, INTELLIGENT WIFE NAMED ABIGAIL.  (DO YOU KNOW WHAT THAT’S LIKE?  I DO!  BETTER NOD AND SAY “YES”!  Don’t be a “CALEBITE”!)

II.  WHEN WE GET TIRED OF THE BATTLE AND START FEELING SORRY FOR OURSELVES AND ENTITLED, WE ARE OPEN TO THE ENEMY (NOT THAT WE DON’T NEED TO EXPRESS TO SOMEONE – GOD, CLOSE CONFIDANTS, MUSIC, POETRY (Ps. 23), ETC.).  WHEN WE LOSE OUR TEMPER, WE CAN THROW OFF THE ARMOR AND WE ARE VULNERABLE TO THE ENEMY.  OUTBURSTS OF ANGER = FRUIT OF FLESH IN GAL. 5.

A.  ASKS FOR PROVISIONS AFTER GUARDING NABAL’S HERDS AND GETS UNGRATEFUL REFUSAL (lives near Saul’s monument) AND DAVID SNAPS!  (TELL STORY)

B.  V. 20  DAVID IS DONE SHOWING MERCY AND IS ABOUT TO TAKE REVENGE UNTIL ABIGAIL INTERVENES.

C.  HE SEES THIS AS GOD’S INTERVENTION, BUT THEN TWISTS THE BLESSING. . .25:39-44.  (WHAT PART OF THE SPIRITUAL ARMOR DOES HE FAIL TO “PUT ON/TAKE UP” HERE?)

1.  DAVID NO DOUBT RATIONALIZED – I DESERVE THIS.  OTHER KINGS HAVE MORE THAN ONE WIFE AND CONCUBINES – PART OF PRIVALEGE THAT GOES W. ROYALTY.  I SHOULD BE KING BY NOW.  MAYBE GOD HAS SENT HER TO BE MY WIFE TO MAKE UP FOR MICHAL.  SHE HAS BEEN A HELP TO HIM, AND HE DIDN’T HAVE MUCH LOVE FOR OTHER WIVES HE HAD (MICHAL GIVEN TO ANOTHER BY SAUL, “AHINOAM OF JEZREEL”, SO HE RATIONALIZES.  THIS IS BEGINNING OF DOWNHILL SLIDE FOR DAVID AND WILL LEAD TO GREAT TRAGEDY LATER IN HIS LIFE.  DAVID KNEW BETTER.  GOD MADE IT PLAIN FROM THE BEGINNING – GEN. 2:24.  

AS MEN WE WANT TO RESCUE THE BEAUTY.  MAKES US FEEL LIKE A MAN.  BEAUTY GOD GIVES US = OUR WIVES – WE ARE TO DELIGHT IN HER, BUT IF TIRED AND VULNERABLE THE ENEMY WILL USE THAT NATURE AGAINST US.

A GODLY WIFE IN A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS A MAJOR BLESSING.  SHE WILL HELP YOU DISCERN GOD’S WILL.  BUT THIS IS DOOMED FROM THE START BECAUSE WE HAVE A WONDERFUL WOMAN IN THE WRONG CONTEXT AS WE WILL SEE.  (ALSO SON SOLOMON – 1 KI. 11:1-4)

2.  BIBLE NEVER ENCOURAGES THIS – 

*ILLUS.  MY BROTHER IN UTAH – MORMONS BROUGHT POLYGAMY TO AMERICA.   (BOOK OF MORMON VS D &C 132:38 – WRITTEN LATER) JESUS AND DISCIPLES NEVER PRACTICED.  NOT A PART OF N.T. OR THE CHURCH.

SO WHY DOES GOD PUT UP WITH IT HERE?  WHY DOES HE PUT UP WITH YOU AND ME?  BUT THERE ARE ALWAYS CONSEQUENCES TO SIN WHEN WE LEAVE GOD’S PLAN AND YOU WILL SEE IT IN DAVID’S FAM. THROUGH SOME REAL TRAGEDY WITH HIS CHILDREN LATER.  HE EVEN BECOMES A MURDERER BECAUSE SATAN IS NOT CONTENT WITH JUST A SMALL FOOT IN THE DOOR OF OUR LIVES!

3.  HE PUT ASIDE GOD’S WILL AND RATIONALIZED HIS OWN.  THIS IS A WEAKNESS IN HIS SPIRITUAL ARMOR THAT SATAN WILL EXPLOIT.  SO WHY “A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART”?

WATCH WHAT HAPPENS NEXT. . .CONCLUD

III.  DAVID GOES BACK TO SHOWING MERCY – 1 SAM. 26

A.  TELL STORY – 26:21-25 – AGAIN GOD BLESSES THE MERCY DAVID SHOWS AND CAN STILL USE IMPERFECT PEOPLE.  BUT HE WILL SOON LEARN THROUGH THE LAW OF SOWING AND REAPING AS HE TURNS TO THE PHILISTINES.

SAUL WILL DO EVEN WORSE BECAUSE HE HAS NO SPIRITUAL ARMOR AND VISITS THE WITCH OF ENDOR TO GET HIS LIFE’S DIRECTION.  (NEXT WK. THE OCCULT)

ILLUS.  MY ACCIDENT.  WITH GOD, HE CAN USE THE NEAR MISSES, THE INCONVENIENCES, SATAN’S MISSILES AGAINST HIM.  WITHOUT GOD WE ARE JUST OPEN GAME.      PRAY

.   

